We appreciate the comments provided by C Harling on our published article 1 describing the existing legal approaches regarding the rights of minors to consent to healthcare interventions, including how laws in the 28 member states of the European Union and in Canada consider competent minors. We agree with the nuances provided by C Harling. We understand that England and Wales have a mixed approach, where the age for capacity to consent to healthcare interventions is fixed at 16, but younger patients who, in the view of the treating physician, have sufficient maturity and intelligence to understand fully what is proposed can also provide consent (Gillick competence). As a matter of fact, this nuance was clearly included in the Supplementary Information that accompanies our manuscript, and is available online at http://www.nature.com/ejhg/journal/v24/n11/suppinfo/ ejhg201661s1.html.
